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The depression years of 1929 to 1941 gave rise during the 
Franklin D. Roosevelt presidency to the Work Progress 
Administration (W.P.A.) and its:state arm, the State Economic 
Recovery Act (S.E.R.A.) Writers' Project. This project in the 
Bay Area was supervised by Avram Yedidia with Paul Radin acting 
as editor. It would prove to be a full time occupation for 
Radin, one that would cover the period 1933«to 1935; 

The purpose of the study was to do a detailed analysis of 
immigrant experiences of every ethnic group in the greater Bay 
Area, a very ambitious project indeed. It was never completed. 
World War II and a booming economy that provided jobs put an end 
to the W.P.A. The only material published in completion was a 
study on the Italians of San Francisco, complete with a 
statistical breakdown. This document is available in any main 
library. However, a wealth of other material was accumulated. 
Among this material was the very large corpus of Chinese 
narrative, folk tale, and myth that is the subject of this paper. 

The W.P.A. Radin papers came into this writer's possession 
in an interesting way. I had been aware that they existed 
somewhere, as Mrs. Radin (Dr. Radin's widow) constantly referred 
to them. However, their whereabouts was uncertain. I felt that 
possibly they might have been among Radin's belongings during his 
tenure at Brandeis University, just prior to his death. I 
connected at Brandeis with my good friend Dr. Maurice Stein, who 
diligently searched and finally found all of this very valuable 
archival material stored away at the bottom of an elevator shaft. 


When the papers arrived at my home in 1981 I WHS tol put at 
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mildly, a bit overwhelmed. As Mrs. Radin had turned 
custodianship of the papers over to me, I in turn, for a period 
of time, gave custodianship to the Treganza Anthropology Museum, 
San Francisco State University, where they remained until last 
year, at which time I removed them to my home and my own files in 
order to work on them more extensively. 

The Chinese material incorporates 123 documents. I took the 
better part of two months to work with these and to break them 
down into a description of documents, assign document numbers to 
them, and organize them in an orderly fashion. A copy of this 
breakdown appears as an attachment to this paper. It was a 
fascinating piece of work and I gave it very, careful and 
detailed attention. 

Some commentary on the way in which material was gathered 
under this program is in order. The recruiting of workers came 
mainly through the State Economic Recovery Act Employment Center, 
which sent anyone who seemed capable of interviewing and writing 
to Radin as a possible candidate for working on the study. He 
appears to have been selective in obtaining his field workers. 

He didn't rely simply on the Center for employing individuals. 
He also contacted high schools for native speakers of the 
language who were fluent in English. 

I will spend some time talking about Jon Lee, who was one of 
those contacted by Radin in 1934 shortly after Lee's graduation 
from the Oakland Technical High School. Upon the recommendation 
of Lee's high school English teacher Radin hired him as an 


interviewer. Lee was to work steadily with the project until the 
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collection phase ended in 1936. He would continue to add 
material through correspondence until 1945. The earliest Jon Lee 
material on file dates from the 26th of July, 1934; the last, the 
27th of July, 1945, the final item being a letter from Lee to 
Paul Radin written many years after the project had formally 
ended. 

The question of credibility of the field workers is of 
course difficult to establish. The individuals employed came 
from many occupations, ranging from out-of-work school teachers 
and out-of-work laborers to would-be writers, covering a whole 
gamut of professions and occupations. The materials that I have 
seen in the Chinese files, with one or two exceptions which I 
will mention, seems to be unusually valid in comparison with work 
that I have seen done on other ethnic groups in the Bay Area. 
Those items which are referred to as narratives are exactly that. 
These appear to have been well-researched as to background. 
Commentary by field workers seems within reasonable limits. With 
the exception of one field worker encountered in other ethnic 
group projects, Le Breton, I would say that the narratives were 
not the products of anyone's imagination but were perfectly 
honest interviews. The field workers for the Chinese interviews, 
in addition to Jon Lee, were: Skaar, Bun Quai Low, Von Ziebold, 
Peter Chu, Steven C. Moy, M. S. Lee, Bert Vanze, Ella Stinson, 
Winlow Fitzwater, R. P. McDowell, C. R. Wolverton, Adolph Forth, 
Dorothy Wolf, and C. D. Wong. Nothing is known about any of 
these individuals, as they drifted in and out of the project over 


the years and lost touch with the Radins. Jon Lee, who produced 
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a vast corpus of work, is the only continuing thread through the 
whole gathering of the Chinese material. There is no question 
about his credibility. He had considerable talent for writing 
and the bulk of his materials constituted narratives, myth and 
folk tales. He was an astute observer and an insightful 
commentator on what he observed. Radin drew very heavily on 
Lee's material and later incorporated the folk tales, listing Lee 
as author and himself as editor, in a small publication, be 
Golden Mountain. He also put aside much of Jon Lee's work for 
what appeared to be a projected future project, something that I 
will touch on later in this paper. 

What must be made clear is that Radin himself worked only in 
the capacity of editor of manuscripts submitted to him by the 
field workers. He did not interview in the Chinese community, as 
he did not speak the language. This is perfectly in keeping with 
his method of doing ethnography--without speaking the language of 
the people being interviewed, he felt, one has absolutely no 
business even attempting to gather material from them. 

When I began to get some format out of this material, I 
asked myself two questions. The first of these was, to what 
extent had three years of exposure to the dynamics of a 
heterogeneous urban community, as reflected in the survey, 
affected Radin and his later work? The Chinese population of the 
greater Bay Area was sizeable and it would have been interesting 
to determine how much Radin was affected by a group of people 
under pressure to be absorbed into a new social system and 


encountering suspicion, hostility and bigotry. This is of 
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particular interest when one considers Radin's own immigrant 
roots in New York, which he could hardly have helped comparing 
with the experiences of these newcomers. Further, Radin's overt 
Marxism (openly stated in this period of the 1930's by his 
teaching at the Labor School) would have observed the bigotry 
against Asians with acute distaste. the 1930's were, after ail, 
the decade of his little known book, The Racial Myth (1934, 
McGraw Hill Book Co., Inc.). One could therefore expect to see 
some indication of his W.P.A. experience in later work on 
communities. 

The second question was the purpose that Radin had in mind 
when he set aside, as he did, certain documents with every 
indication that he intended to use them for an expanded work on 
the Chinese, something that he first seems to have considered in 
1947. 

To answer the first question, Radin could not help, with the 
volume of material coming before him for editing, not only from 
the Chinese but from all ethnic groups, fail to gain a 
perspective on the social impact made by newcomers from very 
varied societies on an American urban community. It is, however, 
difficult to determine how much this was reflected in his future 
work, as there is no indication in Radin's later writing, that 
would reflect any influence from the W.P.A. material. 

In my conversations with Dr. Maurice Stein of Brandeis in 
the summer of 1982, Dr. Stein commented several times on Radin's 
very clear understanding of community and community interaction, 


particularly those communities exposed to "a larger society which 
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chose to make them homogeneous and to incorporate them"; 
to say, societies under pressure to maintain their own identity. 
He felt that Radin extended this to include communities other 
than American Indian tribal communities. In his book The Eclipse 
of Community (Stein, Maurice R., Princeton University Press, 
1960), however, Dr. Stein does not refer in any place to Radin's 
Survey of urban minorities, because he himself was unclear on 
just how strongly Radin was affected by this particular corpus of 
work. The question therefore is one to which frankly there is no 
clear answer unless I find it in as yet unpublished Radin 
material. 

im LOS5,,Radinj filed with the State of California "The 
Survey of San Francisco Minorities: Its Purposes and Results" 
(San Francisco. S.E.R.A. Project 2-F 2-98 3-F 2-145). The 
document is on deposit with the Sutro collection, presently 
housed at San Francisco State University. 

The second question was also a considerable puzzle at first. 
In file number Lll.d, item 2, I came across a notation in Radin's 
handwriting dated February 7th, 1948. It said simply, "duplicate 
material" and bore the notation "think over again." In file 
number Lil.e, item 1, again in Radin's writing--although not 


dated--the following: "beliefs, customs and ceremonies (beliefs 


to be taken from some Chinese customs and beliefs)," "Chinese 
scenes" and the further notation, "Chinese scenes in two letters 
of Jon's." In file number Lil.e, item 15, there appears to be an 


Im aped interviews with Dr. Maurice Stein, August 2 and 
August 3, 1982. 
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outline of all of the material incorporated in The Golden 
Mountain. This particular document is dated 2-23-48, long after 
the 1940 publication date of The Golden Mountain. 

In addition, two types of documents began to appear. One 
category had been heavily rewritten, edited and given title 
changes by Radin; the second had been marked "to be included." 
Material marked "to be included" or noted simply as "ves" was 
invariably dated February of 1948. Had the material been of one 
particular category, I would have immediately suspected that the 
purpose of his extracting it was to produce an expanded work on 
the Chinese communities in the Bay Area. The material, however, 
was very diversified. 

I had to sit and rethink the whole puzzle. I spoke with 
Mrs. Radin, who could shed very little light on the whole matter 
other than to say that her husband had always indicated an intent 
to publish a further work on Chinese communities, and that in 
1948 Paul Radin was working for the Bollingen Foundation, 
teaching one semester a year at Kenyon College in Gambier, Ohio. 
He therefore had a little more leisure time than he normally did. 
It would have been a likely time for him to go through manuscript 
material and extract pieces that he might later like to see 
published. 

Finally, I approached the whole puzzle in a historical 
context; in short, what happened in the world in 1948 
humanistically, politically or socially, of such import that it 
would be worth Radin's time and effort to dig out material on 


China? The answer of course was obvious. There was a revolution 
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in China from 1946 to 1949. The Nationalist Government was 
overthrown and the modern Peoples Republic of China was born on 
the mainland. I again looked at the material that Radin had 
extracted, but this time from a different perspective; what did 
all of these papers have in common? The common feature, it would 
appear, was that the material recorded life not only in America 
for Chinese who had immigrated here, but life as it had been in 
pre-revolutionary China. At the end of this paper I will provide 
a listing by document of the material extracted by Radin 
apparently for the purpose of publication. What Radin seems to 
have intended to do was to produce a book portaying a society 
that was about to pass away on the wave of revolution. I have 
spoken to Mrs. Radin about this, and at the time that I spoke to 
her she was in agreement, saying that this was also a period of 
time when the Radins were very much in touch with individuals 
living in America who were returning to China to become a part of 
the new China. The historian and humanist in Radin could hardly 
have failed to report the passing of the old order as it had been 
described in narrative, biography, legend and interviews with 
Chinese in the communities of the Bay Area. 

That Radin's apparently intended work was not published is 
not too surprising. The year 1948 was an extremely conservative 
period in America. Because of interest in the revolution in 
China, much was being written about that country. Radin, 
however, was tied into the Bollingen Foundation, and that 
Foundation was dedicated to the publication of the work of Carl 


Jung in America. They were very conservative. As Mrs. Radin in 
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conversation said to me, "They were not even willing at Bollingen 
to publish the material on the conversion experiences of former 
Slaves. They probably would have been equally reluctant to touch 
anything like this." 

In short, the material that Radin had collected on China and 
set aside simply did not fit into the context of what Bollingen 
wanted to publish. There was nothing Jungian in this material, 
nothing that could by extension be interpreted as being Jungian. 
Furthermore, by implication it would have harshly criticized a 
conservative regime. If my conclusion is invalid, I will stand 
cheerfully corrected, but I feel that I have reached it 
methodically, carefully consulting the textual material and the 
Radin Chinese collection from a historical perspective and from a 
humanistic perspective, as well as my understanding of Radin's 
personality and political stance. 

The material that Radin extracted is excellent, worthy of 
publication, and it is one of my hopes that, together with other 
material in the collection, it will eventually be published. 
Radin wanted the remaining Chinese material, just as he wanted 
the remaining Italian and Japanese material, to see Privirt. 
Hopefully this will become possible, not simply for this group 
under study in the era of the 1930s Depression period, but for 
all of the groups that he dealt with during that lengthy and 
complex survey. 

Just after I had finished working on the collection in June 
of 1983, I finally established contact with Jon Lees* Stila alive 


at that time. Mr. Lee passed away very suddenly in 1986, but I 
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was fortunate enough to be able to have an interview with him 
during his lifetime. His recall of the project was less accurate 
than I had hoped it would be, largely because an accident had 
created some trauma to Mr. Lee, which had resulted in memory 
impairment, but he did recall the W.P.A./S.E.R.A. project. 

At the time that he was hired for the project, he told me, 
he was the sole support of his family, running messages for the 
shrimp shop that his family owned, and by which they eked out a 
marginal living. The Writers Project was a way to make badly 
needed extra money. In the process, however, of going into the 
community and obtaining life histories, myths and narratives of 
life in the old country, Jon Lee--with some encouragement from 
Radin--began to see that he might in time become a writer, 
although he was never quite sure of himself. At the time that I 
saw him in 1983, he was heavily occupied in learning Mandarin and 
translating a play from Mandarin to English. His writing skills 
in portions of the work that he showed me were very much in 
speTenes! As he said, he went to the W.P.A./S.E.R.A. project 
simply for the money, but once he began to feel that he might 
have a flair for writing, Radin encouraged him to continue with 
it. It was his own uncertainty that made him hesitate. He was 
not aware of the publication of The Golden Mountain, and the copy 
I brought him was the first he had ever seen. 

His social contacts with the Radins, he said, were casual 
and infrequent. He did have dinner twice in their home in 
Berkeley and took them to dinner in San Francisco, but when I 


interviewed him, he had problems remembering what they spoke 


10 


- 9 ee ; 
i « 
of > > 1: re 101 » an 


wid Atte wuieedel: aw ovad ot tes Pig oF 


a | aa ‘ets 


St STUDS eeol sv “Footona * eas to (faoer eth mk 


cok 


NK atd 3 si 


bed taebfoos na oansosd viogtas od bfvew va bagor badt nth 


yiomeam ot batluast bad de dety eed iim ot nurs omos be22079 


cetotq .A.H.a.B\ aD. ont theses bib: rea tud . toons tagatt 
\ : _ 


.om bilo? ef .tosto1g od Tot Beri eaw od 240% omb? edd tA 
ai} 10% gegaeeom yotanwt ,ylimat eid to troqque sfloe edd esw od 
2 oe 1 ee 

tyo boxe yedt dotdw yd bae ,beawo yitmet eid tedy qode, or 


vibsd otam oF Yow 8.BaN toetorTd etosiaW edT «.gatvell fealgie 
oat otnt. guiog to  tovewod ,meeo0o01g edd al .yYonom attxe bebpen 
os 


o eevee: bite pad Peta getrotaid etii gnuinisido bra YI Laummos 
4 ia g u a 
wot Snemoga 16900 ein 2 dt+iw--9sead aot ,yrtavoo blo efy af off 


re a smobded omits at tdyim ed tadt eee o3} naged--nibas 
, ; ctl Paes 
jadd emit oct? 7A .tieemid to etve etltup teven esw en dguodiiz 


hoe oatvabosM waiexwel ot belquoso yviltvaed aaw ed ,€8@l at mid wd: 
alftade gntitaw eth .catign® oF oitabaal. mort yalq os tit aioneae 


at doum ytev etew am bewodde ed Jadd Atow off To eno lszog 4 

E —— 

toetLotq A. ALS.B\.A,T.® Ot OF taow ed ,bfse of @A oonteial 
a est : . 

tdyim ef tadt [eet o7 naged od 9910 tud. a tonom ods tor yiqmi 


=" 


dtiw evaltnoo o9 mid beuevwoome albsk easheee 10% ‘tart: & ovad. 


raw off 9783 ive gid abam rade ¥IKLASTOOMY “AO aid esw a ar Ps 


- 


oe 
yqoo edd? bas ,itatavol pobtod est eit to eoalteuiione ons Yo ovawa $0) : 


998 ‘ovo bad od Jett? ont ane mits diguord 3 


favens otew ,btse of ,aatbae oda ditw a2083 909 oie 


iy : 
. ee ye % 


at omvoel ated ‘at eotws: reat evad bib oll - .teoupe Bt 


ei 2 a “a 
t node sod cc pale’ 182 | at 20nR! b oa tiadt toot baa “2 
baa dk ib ae tell al 


éA 
a) 


ak . 
7 ry 4° atk : 


about or if in conversation they touched on the survey itself. 

When I saw Jon Lee he was in this seventies and, although 
part of the lack of recall could be due to agey "MOSsSt OL ib, as 
his sister-in-law pointed out to me, resulted from the trauma of 
an accident and the trauma of the Depression itself, something 
which had always remained with him. I myself feel that at the 
time he knew the Radins there may have been a language problem 
that would have made it difficult for him to communicate 
comfortably with them. Mr. Lee even at the time of my interview 
with him spoke a somewhat limited English. He is, however, very 
verbal on paper. He was a quiet man, gentle, courteous and 
sensitive. One had to really draw him out in order to even 
obtain an interview. 

Although he was interested in the project that I am doing 
with Radin's work and although he felt that he himself could not 
actively participate in it, he was perfectly willing to help in 
three areas. If I were to bring material to him once he was 
through his Mandarin studies, he would separate out that which 
was fact in narrative from that which was fiction--certainly an 
invaluable contribution. Secondly, during the interview he gave 
me permission to use those very valuable letters that he wrote to 
Radin up to 1945, while he, Jon Lee, was in the Armed Services, 
and was sent to Asia. He doubted that there was anything of a 
personal nature that he wanted to retain and felt comfortable 
about letting me use the letters. He specifically gave 
permission to use a very touching and hauntingly lovely story of 


the death of his younger sister during the Depression period, 
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this being probably the most beautiful narrative that he has 
done. In the listing you will find it recorded in L11.f, 191, as 
"The Death of Oye Lin." Although he expressed his willingness to 
cooperate with us within the limits of his private schedule and 
seemed very happy that after so many years his work might 
possibly be printed again, he demurred all the time that his 
writing skills were quite inadequate. Further contact with him 
was not fruitful. His preoccupation with his English to Mandarin 
work was all-consuming and so sadly I lost connection with him 
and heard of his death in December of 1986 through a phone call 
from his sister, who was kind enough to let me know. 

In summary then, the Chinese material gathered under this 
S.E.R.A. project, although beautifully catalogued now by me, 
still remains material in search of a publisher. Who would be 
willing to undertake such a publication remains an academic 
question but at the same time, there is determination on my part 
that this material will in time see print. The work is well 
worth preserving in print in memory of the gentle scholar I met 


in 1983, Jon Lee. 
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The depression years of 1929 to 1941 gave birth under the 


PResipenc 
Fron? esi adeintetrétton to the Work Progress Administration 
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40 (T'S @F Srare ARM ThE 
(W.P.A.)N State Economic Recovery Acts .BeR A.) Writer’ s’ project. 


This project in the Bay Area was supervised by Avram Yedidia with 
1 PROVE “Toe be 
Paul Radin acting as editor. It would\ie a full time occupation 
ONE 
for Radin, that would cover the period 1933 to 1935. 


The purpose of the study was to do a detailed analysis of 
immigrant experiences of every ethnic group in the greater Bay 
Area, a very ambitious project indeed. It was never completed. 
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on the Italians: of San Francisco, Wat Rae ets PoC ch 
breakdown, and fhis 4S documentes ant available in saywn ee 
However, a wealth of other material was accumulated, &rd Among 
this material was the very large corpus of Chinese narrative, 
folk tale, and myth that is the subject of this paper. 

The W.P.A. Radin papers came into sald cor a possession in 
an interesting way. I had been aware that they existed 
somewhere, as Mrs. Radin-CDr. Radin's widow}-constantly referred 
to them. However, ee eet at was uncertain. On==fereh I 
felt that possibly they might have been among tte Radin's 
belongings during his ted ehavctedavaterora nickaddinint) 

Oe ee a aes Ge ne ane 
Brandeis Universit I connected tere CD pete ge a friend Dr. 
Maurice Stein, who diligently searched and finally found all of 
this very valuable archival material stom€ed away at the bottom of 
an elevator shaft. When le at at my home in 1981 I was, 


to put it mildly, a bit overwhelmed. Asa As Mrs. Radin had 


turned custodianship of the papers over to me, I in then pee a 
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period of time, gave custodianship to the Treganza Anthropology 
Museum, San Francisco State University, where they remained until 
last year, at which time I removed them to my home and my own 
files, IN ORDER Te wORK ON Them more exrensivaly 

The Chinese material incorporates 123 documents. I; took the 
better part of two months to work with these and to break them 
down into a description of documents, assigned document numbers 
to them, and in skert organize@ them in an orderly fashion. A 
copy of this breakdown appears as an attachment to this paper. 


Fascinating 
It was ay interesting piece of work and I gave it very, mery 
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careful ait tention, in—every detat+l. 


Some commentary on the way in which material was gathered 
Win OROER: 
under this program# ,The recruiting of workers mainty came m assely 
through the State Economic Recovery Act Employment Center, which 
sent anyone who seemed capable of interviewing and writing to 
WORKING 

Radin as a possible candidate for interviewing-on the study. He 
appears to have been qwite selective in obtaining his field 


workers. He didn't rely simply on the Center for Bmploying 


jndividuals. He also contacted high schools for native speakers 


of the language who were fluent in:English.} I will spend some WA. 


OoN& OF OSE 
time talking about Jon Lee, who was“contacted by Radin in 1934 


shortly after Lee's graduation from the Oakland Technical High 
fp OS 
School yl on the recommendation of his high school English 
genie, hined him RS AW INTERVIEWER 
teacher, Lee was to work steadily with the project until the 
collection phase ended in 1936. Bat He would continue to add 
material through correspondence until 1945. The earliest Jon Lee 


material on file dates from the 26th of July, 1934; the last, the 


cine 
27th of July, 1945, the lest item being a letter from Lee to Paul 


Radin written many years after the project had formally ended. 
The question of credibility of the field workers is of 
course @tways difficult to establish. The individuals employed 
came from many occupations, ranging from out-of-work school 
teachers Ste hee laborers to would-be writers, covering a 
whole gamut of a and occupations. New, the materials 
that I have seen inAChinese files, with one or two exceptions 
which I will mention, ening to be unusually valid in comparison 
with work that I have seen done on other ethnic groups in the Bay 
Area. Those items which are referred to as narratives are 
exactly that. These appear to have been well-researched as to 
background. Commentary on the part Gitlera workers seems within 
reasonable limits. With the exception of one field worker 
encountered in other ethnic group projects, Le Breton, I would 
say that the narratives were not the products of anyone's 
imagination but were perfectly honest interviews. The field 
s fectly credibl were: Skaar, Bun Quai 
Low, Von Ziebold, Peter Chu, Steven C. Moy, M. S. Lee, Bert 
Vanze, Ella Stinson, Winlow Fitzwater, R. P. McDowell, C. R. 
Wolverton, Adolph Forth, Dorothy Wolf, and C. D. Wong. Nothing 
is known about any of these individuals, as they simpty drifted 
in and out of the: project ound dlnleded and lost touch with the 
Radins. Jon Lee, who produced a vast corpus of work, is the owly 


continuing thread through the whole gathering of the Chinese 


material. There is no question about his credibility. He had 
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considerable talent for writing and the bulk of his materials 


constituted narratives, myth and folk tales. He was a—keenan ASTUTE 


INS) hr Fv 
observer and ay, keen commentatér on what he observed. ° Radin drew 


p bee's : 
very heavily on material and later would incorporates the 
folk tales, listing Lee as author and himself as editor s.1n 2 


small publication, The Golden Mountain. He also’ put aside and Jth 
eee Mountain 


p Ce ome 
Lobe—very—obvdous Lumputy ‘acide, much of Jon Lee's work tor % 
FRET That Some th eh 


A 7 SomeTaArn ¢ That lini 
projected future project, whitch I weuld-tike to touch upon later 


in this report.faPer . 
What must be made clear is that Radin himself worked only in 


pee capacity of editor of the manuscripts hefore—i+—wes submitted Je joe 
Y The Fielo woRKEKs . 
He did not interview in the Chinese community, as he did not 


speak the language. smtTthis is perfectly in keeping with his 


pone 
method of ethnography--tke# without speaking the language of the 


people being ee he CAL absolutely no business even 
attempting to dese. ¢aher marcrial From Them - 

When I began to get some format it ~cshape out of this 
material, I asked myself two questions. The first of these was, 
to what extent had three years of exposure to the dynamics of a 

zy As Rétlectep ‘N The Sonvey, 
heterogeneous urban community/af fected Radin and his later work? 
The Chinese population of the greater Bay Area was sizeable and 
it would have been interesting to determine how much Radin was 


AND ENCOONTERINE SUS Picion, estils Ty ano b 


affected by a group of people under pressure to be absorbed into 
fal Kog « b (A) 
a new social system The second question was the purpose that 


Radin had in mind when he set aside, as he did, certain documents 
with every indication that he intended to use them for an 


Somé Thine 
expanded work on the Chinese, that he first seems to have 
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considered in 1947. 
To answer the first question, Radin could not help, with the 

volume of material coming before him for editing, not only from 

the Chinese but from all ethnic groups, fail to gain a 


Socal in feeT Bete ie Reem iueey NAGLE 
perspective on the werkings. of a urban community. It is howenek 


Ws Rerlsct #P An 


‘ 2 rv 
de CLE T/ES ae can 


difficult to determine how much this a Hd , - 
Newitt S TERE PR INDICATION THAT 1T DAD ANY ImPALT 0 
he ALN hipAmrea w Tih es Arp . 
his future worky % Ingeonversations with Dr. Maurice Ste 


Brandeis in the summer of 1982, Dr. Stein commented several times 
on Radin's very clear understanding of community and community 
interaction, particularly those communities exposed to "a larger 
society which chose to make them homogeneous and to incorporate 
them"; that is to say, societies under pressure to maintain their 
own identity. pos felt that Radin extended this to include 
communities other than American Indian tribal communities. In 
bewaveF, 

his book The Eclipse of Community, Dr. Stein does not refer in 

; AURDAN 
any place to Radin's survey of’ minorities, because he himself was 
unclear on just how strongly Radin was affected by this 
particular corpus of work. The question therefore is one to un poblishe? 

whess L Fino 17 IN PS YET OL) matehia. 

which frankly there is no clear answer/g In 1935, Radin dag filep 
with the State of California "The Survey of San Francisco 
Minorities: Its Purposes and Results, San Francisco.” SsE.RVA. 
Project 2-F 2-98 3-F 2-145) - The document is on deposit with the 


4 
R 
Sutro collection, presently housed NM San Francisco State 


University. \s0 at’ 
Af as 
The second question was,a considerable puzzley In file 
number L1l.d, item 2, I came across a notation in Radin's 


handwriting dated February 7th, 1948. It said simply, "duplicate 


iy 


material" and bore the notation "think over again." In file 
number Lil.e, item 1, again in Radin's writing--although not 
dated--the following: "beliefs, customs and ceremonies (beliefs 
to be taken from some Chinese customs and beliefs)," "Chinese 
scenes" and the further notation, "Chinese scenes in two letters 
ei odonts<" In file number Lil.e, item 15, there appears to be an 
outline of all of the material incorporated in The Golden 
Mountain. Bt This particular document is dated 2-23-48, long 
after the 1940 publication date of The Golden Pap Ons aa 
addition, two types of documents began to appear. One category 
had been heavily rewritten, edited and given title changes by 
Radin; the second had been marked "to be included." Material 
marked "to be included" or noted simply as "yes" was invariably 
dated February of 1948. Had the material been of one particular 


| A SUSPECTED ThAT 
category, ica: have sensed immediately” ab purpose of his 


tr Ro pute 
thes oF? wha rt Gace % Laren Oe meant wn tee expanded 


extracting ttrs 
work on the Chinese communities in the Bay Area. The material, 
however, was very diversified ( aameme | had to sit and rethink 
the whole puzzle. I spoke with Mrs. Radin, who could shed very 
little light on the whole matter other than to say that her 
husband had always indicated an intent to publish a further work 
on Chinese communities, and that in 1948 Paul Radin was working 
for the Bollingen Foundation, teaching one semester a year at 
Cambrer, Ohio Jd ThERE Oke 
Kenyon College in Ganbterto , , ame—that e ictal a little more 
leisure time than he normally did. It would therefere have been 


a likely time for him to go through manuscript material and 


extract pieces that he might later like to see published. 
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Finally, I approached the whole puzzle in a historical 
context; in short, what happened in the world in 1948 


socie.ly , that would be worth 
2 se peg 


humanistically, politically) 
Radin's time and effort to dig out material on China? Wett+, the 
answer of course was obvious. There was a revolution in China 
from 1946 to 1949. The Wationalist Eovernment was overthrown and 
the modern Peoples Republic of China was born on the mainland. I 
again looked at the material that Radin had extracted, but this 
time from a different perspective; what did all of these papers 
have in common? The common feature, it would appear, was that The 
material recorded life not only in America for Chinese who had 
immigrated here, but life as it had been in pre-revolutionary 
Twill (Rov (OE 
China Pavia provide Bt the end of this paper’a listing by 
EXTRACTED Rapin 
document of the material cettected 
apparently for the purpose of publication. What Radin seems to 
have intended to do was to produce a book ake ghana that 
was about to pass away on the wave of revolution. I have spoken 
to Mrs. Radin about this andthe Ss cohen I spoke to her she was 
in agreement, saying that this LAs period of time when the 
Radins were very much in touch with individuals living in America 
who were returning to China to become a part of PE. new China. 
The historian and humanist in Radin could hardly have failed to 
report the passing of the old order as it had been described in 
narrative, biography, legend and interviews with Chinese in .the 
communities of the Bay Area. 


That Radin's apparently intended work was not published is 


not too surprising. The year 1948 was an extremely conservative 
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period in America. Brt Rscause of interest in the revolution in 

China, much was being written about that country. Radin, 

however, was tied into the Bollingen Foundation, and that 

Foundation was dedicated to the publication of the work of Karl 

Jung in America. They were very conservative. As Mrs. Radin in 
conversation said to me, "They were not even willing at Bollingen | 

to publish the material on the conversion experiences of former Ae 
Slaves. They probab KQUId ee been equally reluctant to touch [, cs 
anything like he, Sled the material that Radin had a 
collected on China and set aside simply did not fit into the | 
context of what Bollingen wanted to publish. ge. was nothing | 
7,bf BETENSION . 


Jungian in this material, nothing that could“b terpreted as 
implication Ir would have Vesey Aa iaeiecs A ConSERVAT Na REGIME 


being Jungian ifiemysconclusionriseinvalidy4!] will, stand 

IT hae = Renchap 
cheerfully corrected, but I feel that Eve appreseked it 
methodically, carefully consulting the textual material and the 


Radin Chinese collection from a historical SA ote rile and from a 


humanistic perspective, As well AS my UNDERS THAD! Ned Em pene ay 
A STAW CE: 

The material that Radin ga extracts is excellent, worthy of 
publication, and it is one of my hopes that, together with other 
material in the collection, it will eventually be published. 
Radin wanted the remaining Chinese material, just as he wanted 
the remaining Italian and Japanese material, to see print. 

Thi's 

Hopefully this will become possible, not simply for these group$ uwpeg Sry, 


ae ERP 
in the a¥8® of the 1930s Pepression period, but for all of the 


groups that he dealt with during nee lengthy and complex survey. 


bh 
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individuals _in_America,—they"refer baek—very—heavity—to—lite—as 


it was—in-the China—that they had teft?—the—conditions under 


Ss ifi ly a volum 
LS after I had finished working on the collection in 
June of 1983, I finally established contact with Jon Lee, still 
ep ok Poh el, 
alive at that time. Mr..Lee gattty passed away very suddenly in 
1986. eer y was fortunate enough to be able to have an interview 
with him during his lifetime. His recall of the project was less 
accurate than I had hoped it would be, largely because an 
accident had created some trauma to Mr. Lee, which had Resulted 
IN Seam mEemoky 1M PAI RMEKT, ber 9 Did fame Seme Some Reo eo. Lae 
At the time that owas hired for the project, he told 
me, he was the sole support of his family, running messages for 
the shrimp shop that his family owned, and by which they eked out 
a marginal living. The Writers Project was a way to make badly 
needed extra money. In the process, however, of going into the 
community and obtaining life histories, ae of life 
in the old country, Jon Lee--with some encouragement from Radin-- 
began to see that he might in time become a writer, although he 


was never quite sure of himself. At the time that I saw him in 


1983, he was heavily occupied in learning Mandarin and 
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translating a play from Mandarin to English.* His writing skills 
pOF The work 
in +e portions that he showed me were very much in evidence. 


‘ wf Mi Seenn 
As he said, he went to theaproject simply for the money, but once 
he began to feel that he might have a flair for writing, he—seid 


what Radin encouraged him to continue with it. It was his own 
Tt. i 
plz as nuns 9F the Pobheat JON 


uncertainty that made him hesitate : be hreo 

er ¥ The Coleen dunentics An The cory E Paced nme pias aa aoe Pas Peis . 

oy His social contacts with the Radins, he said, were casual wap 
INFREAZVENT, 

He did have dinner twice in their home in Berkeley and took them 

to dinner in San Francisco, but when I interviewed him, he had 


IF Jk 4ONVERSATIOWN 
problems remembering what they spoke about or what they touched 


ye Jon Lee 
on aboyt the survey itself.% When I saw htm he was in this 


seventies and, -as—t_stated, although part of the lack of recall) 
could be due to age, most of it, as his sister-in-law pointed out 
to me, resulted from the trauma of an accident and the trauma of 
the depression itself, something which had always remained with 
him. «I myself a Lt that at the time he knew the Beans 5 there 


LanGe ree 


may have been a Verbet+—eonmni»rtrest-en problem that would have made 


Ca Te 
it difficult for him to ESRI EA TE comfortably with them. Mr. 
Lee even at the time of my interview with him spoke a somewhat 


was 
limited English. He is, however, very verbal on paper. He ss a 


GENIE , CovRTE 00S AND SENSI Tive . 
quiet man 4 One had to really draw him out in order to even 
obtain an interview. 
Although he was interested in the project that I am doing 
with Radin's work and although he felt that he himself could not 
actively participate in it, he was perfectly willing to help ws 


in three areas. If I were to bring material to him once he was 


through his Mandarin studies, he would separate out that which 


10 


an, 


y~ 


\0 


was fact in narrative from that which was fiction--certainly an 
Whe he 
invaluable contribution. Secondly B i interviewygave me 
permission to use those very valuable letters that he wrote to 
Radin up to 1945, while he, Jon Lee, was in the Armed Services, 
and iventesthe was sent to Asia. He doubted that there was 
anything of a personal nature that he wanted to retain and felt 
comfortable about letting OF use the letters. Atso He 
specifically gave permission to use a very touching and 
hauntingly lovely story of the death of his younger sister during 


the Repression period, this being probably the sinet+y most 


beautiful narrative that he has done. In the listing you will 


=; } cy 4i 
er ecorded in L1l.f, 191, as the Death of Oye Lin. 


Although he expressed his willingness to cooperate with us within 
the limits of his private schedule and seemed very happy that 
after so many years his work might ee ad ihe again, he 
demurred all the time that his writing skills were quite 
inadequate. Further contact with him was not fruitful. His 
preoccupation with his English to Mandarin work was all-consuming 
and so sadly I lost connection with him and heard of his death in 
December of 1986 through a phone call from his sister, who was 
kind enough to let me know. 

In summary then, the Chinese material gathered under this 
S.E.R.A. project, although beautifully catalogued now by me, 
still remains material in search of a publisher. Who would be 
willing to undertake such a publication remains an academic 
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j a ee A 26 Reverend Daniel Wu- 
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one page) 
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1 Ae AG 74 Yu Ah Tye 
Ly ele oo Mr. Chu - 
born 1871 
Pe 76 Mr. Bock - 
born 1848 
Pie bt 78 Mr. A.A. - 
born 1867 
BIE asp «9 Mr June — 
born 1849 
BL er 80 ia born 370 
1 eg 81 O. = born 1860 
jeg Ee 83 May - female 
isk 84 W. — born’ 1882 
L1i2Fk 85 Ming - born 1905 
LETS 86 Mr & Mrs. Ys = 
SantayClara Valley 
Tei 87 Lee Hong 
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jU AM etd 98 Tong 
Tales oe 99 M. - male 
Pelee 100 Miss L - born 1915 
jay boaa Loyal, B; =~ born, 1885 
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GEL F 103 M. - male 
LA es 104 L.K. - male, born 
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2 | Deliver the | form and. “any attachments to ihe nat etoe who taught the. dash. If the i inst ru stor br ldpaa sroves: t 
> or he will insérf the new gradé in the” appropriate space, briefly state. the reasons for’ af Gpprova , sign..an 
£ then forward the material to the department chair. If the department chair approves the request, she or he will so indi 
- cate, sign and date the form, then forward it to Student Services (Adm 253). The student» will-recei sive, notification, by, mc 
~ that the request has been 5 ee and the grade change is being made to the student's permanent recor 
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be returned to the student. 
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‘NOTE: wronperes must 4775 mae up wibin one year. If there are extenuating circumstance, a student may request an extension of the one year 
limit, but such a request must be made before the one year time limit has passed. 
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1. When agreed-upon make- up work is is ; completed, fill out the top portion of. the form /e enc closedibyp thei-bold,.outling), analy 
submit the form and the required work tovtheinstructor. _ 
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2 The instructor will insert a "grade i in ‘the appropriate ‘space, sign, and date the form. 


3. It is the responsibility of the student to pick up the form from the instructor, process the form through the department chair, 


and deliver the form to Student Services (Adm 253). Neither the instructor nor the depariment.chair, will, forward.the Report 


of Make-Up of Incomplete for further processing. 


4. The student will be notified by mail. that hér’or his permanent record is being changed to reflect the ough at, 
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PLEASE NOTE:  Plus/minus grades cannot be awarded for courses taken before Spri ing 1979. 
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